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sporting event, but also to significant-
ly accelerate economic development
in the province and showcase the

unique attributes of Canada's third
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related to 2010 Winter Games facili-
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tion centre and the Sea to Sky High-
way, it's more than 12,000 construc-
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better use of existing and non-tradi-

| tional labour pools, proper schedul:

ing and co-ordination of prujm:ta
and collaboration across industries.”
Clearly, 1ivn-"a.ru.1.1:!..11«"'::'s Organizing
body and its ers must develop
and execute concrete plans of
action. To be a successful Olympic
Games host involves more than

. having everything run smoothly

| during

the actual event. As the lega
cy of the 1988 ¢ Olympic
Winter Games has shown, leaving a
sound infrastructure in place follow-
ing the Games can continue to boost
a region's economic health and

| quality of life years afterwards.

To its credit, 2010 Winter Games
have already earmarked
approximately $110 million as
endowment or legacy funds to help
the Olympic facilities remain finan-
cially sustainable and continue to
benefit Canada’s top athletes and
the general public long after 2010.
Already, the Games are provid-
ing near and long-term benefits for

Vancouver, the Lower Mainland,
and comdor north into Whistler -
an area that includes more than half
of B.C.'s residents. And the work
has only just begun.

After having expenenced a
slowdown in its economic growth
during the late 1990s and early
20005, Vancouver's economy has
been performing very strongly of
late, in spite of recent negative fac
tors such as the outbreak of SARS,
the softwood lumber dispute and
forest fires in the interior of B.C.

Even before the Games were
awarded in 2003, the Conference
Board of Canada predicted that
Vancouver would be among the top
metropolitan economies in Canada,
with an average annual growth rate
of three per cent between 2004 and
2007. Managed effectively, the
preparations for the 2010 Winter
(rames should have an enormous
additional impact on the region's
continuing prospenty. |
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